2 British Strengths and Wealinesses e i
ritain. in contrast to the American colonies. entered the war with p-r{}fess'%ﬁnﬁE
many advantages. But fooks can be deceiving. and the British soldiers who fight for anyone
encountered many problems as well. who will pay them

sh Strengths  With a professional army of 50000
o5, British forces greatly oufnumbered the Continental
I addition. George T hired 30,000 ¢ ) The British soldier was a trained pro-

< wired soldiers were known as Hessians becavse they tessional. He was well equipped with

from o part of Germany called Hesse-Cassel, The - smmunition, a good musket, adequate
fowere also able to recrudl many Lovalists, African foad, and uniforms.
ans, and Native Americans inta thelr Torces,
rish and Hessian troops were well trained in
an miditery taetics. They excelled in large batdes
by a mass of troops oo open ground. They also
3 more experience than Americans af firing

British forces were also well supplied.
wared to the pitifully equipped Continental
they seldom Tacked for food, unilorms.
WIS, OF AMMUnItion,

iwh Waaknesses  Fven so, the war pre-
i Britain with huge problems. One was the
e between Britain and America. Sending
and supplies across the Atlantic was slow
costly. News of battles arrived m England
Hier they had occumed, making planning
L,
- second problenm was that King George
i< ministers were never able to convince
riiish people that defeating the rebels was
o Britain’s foture, There were no Joseph Muartins
and vohmteering to fight the Americans. The longer
“dragged on, the less happy British taxpavers were
naying ite heavy costs.
ird problem was poor leadership, Lord George
ain, the man chosen o run the war, had
ol sense of how to defeat the rebels.
could Be? He had never set foot in
wea. Mor did € acour 1o him o 2o
or birnsell what his army was up against, I
wxd, Grermain might have realized that this was
& war that could be won by conquering a cliy or

The Grangsar Coltaction, New York

. T end the revolution, his forces would have w crush the
18" with wo fight, state by state. Instead, Gennain kept changing plans
zenerils, hoping it some combination of the two would bring him an

vietory.
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? 3 ﬁmm‘mﬁm Strengths and Weaknesses
PEYhe Patriots began their revolution in a weak position. They had a
hasmly organized., untrained army and & tiny navy. Thewr weakness

At first, the Contingntal soldier was
poorly trained and poorly equipped.
He suffered a lack of gunpowder, rifies,
food, and clothing. Some men had onty Arnerean Weaknesses  The Continental Army was alway
spears or axes for weapons, men. General Washington never had more than 20 DO troops &
e time and place. Many soldiers enhisted for six months or &
year. Just when they were leamning how to fight, they worlld
pick up their muskets and go home o tend o their farms g

were far more obvious than their strengths.
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fumikbes,

Few Americans were trained for battle. Some co

shoot well enough from behind a tree. But when
facing a mass of well-disciplined redeoats, the

were likely o turn and re.
The army was plagued by shortages. Gun
and gunpowder were so scarce that Benjamin
Franklin suggested arming the Woops with bows and
arrows. Food shortages tforced soldiers to beg for hand-
cuts. Uniforms were scarce as weli. In winter. one could
track shoeless soldiers by their bloody feotprints in the

SROW.
Such shortages ovtraged Washingtorn. Bui when he
complained to the Continental Congress, nothing
changed. Congress. the new nation’s only government,
Jacked the power to raise money for supplies by taxi
the states (the former colonies),
in desperation. Congress printed paper money

pay for the war, But the value of this money dropy
so low that merchants demamded o be paid in goid
instead. And like evervthing else, gold was scarce.

Aomerican Strengths  Stlll the Americans had
strengths. One was the pairiotism of people bike Josepls
Martin, who willingly gave their ves o defend their 18
erty and their homes. Without them. the war would hav
heen quickly lost.

The Americans also received help from overseas.
Mativated by their old hatred of the English. the Frendd
secretly aided the rebels. During the first two vears of (2
war, 90 percent of the Americans’ gunpowder came fios

The Americans’ other great strength was their
commander, George Washington was more than an
experienced mititary leader, He was also a man who
mspired courage and confidence. In the dark days 1o

come, it was Washingion who would keep the ragtag
Comtinental armny together.
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